You end up becoming who you are by jumping into that circle of fear - that's how it's done. (Paula Abdul)

“I don’t consider writing a quiet, closet act.

I consider it a real physical act.

When I’m home writing on the typewriter, I go crazy.

I move like a monkey.

I’ve wet myself, I’ve come in my pants writing.”

                —Patti Smith

Against the disease of writing one must take special precautions, since it is a dangerous and contagious disease. (Peter Abelard) 

It seems the best work I do is when I am really allowing the unconscious to rule the page and then later I can go back and hack around and make sense of things... (Aimee Bender)

Why do writers write? Because it isn't there. (Thomas Berger)

Writing is done by someone. It is not, like some mythical goddess, a skill that springs forth, full grown from the genes of inspiration... (Leonard Bishop)

Morning writing centres me, clears the pond scum off the surface of my mind, plants my feet firmly on the ground and gets me out of my own way. (Eleanor Blair)

When you write - explode - fly apart - disintegrate! Then give time enough to think, cut, rework, and rewrite. (Ray Bradbury)

I believe that what we want to write wants to be written. I believe that as I have an impulse to create, the something I want to create has an impulse to want to be born. My job, then, is to show up on the page and let that something move through me, in a sense, what wants to be written is none of my business. (Julia Cameron)

Writing has laws of perspective, of light and shade just as painting does, or music. If you are born knowing them, fine. If not, learn them. Then rearrange the rules to suit yourself. (Truman Capote)

Better to write for yourself and have no public, than write for the public and have no self. (Cyril Connolly)

One of the greatest gifts you can get as a writer is to be born into an unhappy family. (Pat Conroy)

I always start writing with a clean piece of paper and a dirty mind. (Patrick Dennis)

The test of literature is, I suppose, whether we ourselves live more intensely for the reading of it. (Elizabeth Drew)

Don't try to save junk just because it took you a long time to write it. (David Eddings)

I've just surfaced from spending several days in a state of rapture: I was reading a book... I felt alive and engaged and positively brilliant, bursting with ideas, brimming with memories of other books I've loved. (Nora Ephron)

Writing is easy. All you do is stare at a blank sheet of paper until drops of blood form on your forehead. (Gene Fowler)

There are many reasons why novelists write, but they all have one thing in common - a need to create an alternative world. (John Fowles)

When I write, I can shake off all my cares. [April 5, 1944] (Anne Frank)

You get ideas from daydreaming. You get ideas from being bored. You get ideas all the time. The only difference between writers and other people is we notice when we're doing it.

(Neil Gaiman)

All writing is a campaign against cliche. Not just cliches of the pen but cliches of the mind and cliches of the heart. (Martin Amis)

There's nothing to writing.  All you do is sit down at a typewriter and open a vein.  ~Walter Wellesley "Red" Smith
The role of a writer is not to say what we all can say, but what we are unable to say.  ~Anaïs Nin

A word is not the same with one writer as with another.  One tears it from his guts.  The other pulls it out of his overcoat pocket.  ~Charles Peguy

And by the way, everything in life is writable about if you have the outgoing guts to do it, and the imagination to improvise.  The worst enemy to creativity is self-doubt.  ~Sylvia Plath

I would hurl words into this darkness and wait for an echo, and if an echo sounded, no matter how faintly, I would send other words to tell, to march, to fight, to create a sense of hunger for life that gnaws in us all.  ~Richard Wright, American Hunger, 1977

I try to leave out the parts that people skip.  ~Elmore Leonard

If there's a book you really want to read, but it hasn't been written yet, then you must write it.  ~Toni Morrison

It is necessary to write, if the days are not to slip emptily by.  How else, indeed, to clap the net over the butterfly of the moment?  For the moment passes, it is forgotten; the mood is gone; life itself is gone.  That is where the writer scores over his fellows:  he catches the changes of his mind on the hop.  ~Vita Sackville-West

Writing became such a process of discovery that I couldn't wait to get to work in the morning:  I wanted to know what I was going to say.  ~Sharon O'Brien

The time to begin writing an article is when you have finished it to your satisfaction.  By that time you begin to clearly and logically perceive what it is you really want to say.  ~Mark Twain

I love writing.  I love the swirl and swing of words as they tangle with human emotions.  ~James Michener

Words - so innocent and powerless as they are, as standing in a dictionary, how potent for good and evil they become in the hands of one who knows how to combine them.  ~Nathaniel Hawthorne
To me, the greatest pleasure of writing is not what it's about, but the inner music the words make.  ~Truman Capote, McCall's, November 1967

Storytelling reveals meaning without committing the error of defining it.  ~Hannah Arendt

Let me walk through the fields of paper

touching with my wand

dry stems and stunted

butterflies....

~Denise Levertov, "A Walk through the Notebooks"

Writing is a struggle against silence.  ~Carlos Fuentes

Write your first draft with your heart.  Re-write with your head.  ~From the movie Finding Forrester

Writing is a way of talking without being interrupted.  ~Jules Renard, Journal, 10 April 1895

Being an author is having angels whisper in your ear - and devils, too.  ~Graycie Harmon

The most beautiful things are those that madness prompts and reason writes.  ~André Gide, Journals, 1894

Life can't ever really defeat a writer who is in love with writing, for life itself is a writer's lover until death - fascinating, cruel, lavish, warm, cold, treacherous, constant.  ~Edna Ferber, A Kind of Magic, 1963

The writer writes in order to teach himself, to understand himself, to satisfy himself; the publishing of his ideas, though it brings gratification, is a curious anticlimax.  ~Alfred Kazin, Think, February 1963

